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Dear Families and Incoming Sixth Grade Students,

The summer months offer a wonderful opportunity for children to read for pleasure.  In
addition to the books students choose to read on their own, the sixth grade literacy
teachers have prepared a list of eight (awesome!) titles.  The list of titles, authors, and
a brief summary of each book is attached. Each title has been selected for its high
interest level, cultural relevance, and suitability for a middle school audience.

All incoming sixth graders must select at least one title to read over the summer
months from the options provided. While reading, students should keep in mind the
elements of plot, characters, setting, and theme. After reading, students will choose
one option from the choice board to complete, based on their reading. The choice
board can also be found attached.

The books for the summer reading program are available from the public library. Titles
can also be purchased online or at a local book store.

Sincerely,

Grade 6 Literacy Teachers



Book Options
Cover Title &

Author
Summary (from Amazon)

Save Me a
Seat

By: Gita
Varadarajan,
Sarah Weeks

Joe and Ravi might be from very different places, but they're both stuck
in the same place: SCHOOL. Joe's lived in the same town all his life, and
was doing just fine until his best friends moved away and left him on his
own. Ravi's family just moved to America from India, and he's finding it
pretty hard to figure out where he fits in. Joe and Ravi don't think they
have anything in common -- but soon enough they have a common
enemy (the biggest bully in their class) and a common mission: to take
control of their lives over the course of a single crazy week.

New Kid

By Jerry Craft

Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons
about his life. But instead of sending him to the art school of his dreams,
his parents enroll him in a prestigious private school known for its
academics, where Jordan is one of the few kids of color in his entire
grade.
As he makes the daily trip from his Washington Heights apartment to the
upscale Riverdale Academy Day School, Jordan soon finds himself torn
between two worlds—and not really fitting into either one. Can Jordan
learn to navigate his new school culture while keeping his neighborhood
friends and staying true to himself?

Blackbird Fly

By: Erin
Entrada Kelly

Apple has always felt a little different from her classmates. She and her
mother moved to Louisiana from the Philippines when she was little, and
her mother still cooks Filipino foods and chastises Apple for becoming
“too American.” When Apple’s friends turn on her and everything about
her life starts to seem weird and embarrassing, Apple turns to music. If
she can just save enough to buy a guitar and learn to play, maybe she
can change herself. It might be the music that saves her . . . or it might be
her two new friends, who show her how special she really is.

Insignificant
Events in the
Life of a Cactus

By: Dusti
Bowling

Aven Green loves to tell people that she lost her arms in an alligator
wrestling match, or a wildfire in Tanzania, but the truth is she was born
without them. And when her parents take a job running Stagecoach Pass,
a rundown western theme park in Arizona, Aven moves with them across
the country knowing that she’ll have to answer the question over and
over again.
Her new life takes an unexpected turn when she bonds with Connor, a
classmate who also feels isolated because of his own disability, and they
discover a room at Stagecoach Pass that holds bigger secrets than Aven
ever could have imagined. It’s hard to solve a mystery, help a friend, and
face your worst fears. But Aven’s about to discover she can do it all . . .
even without arms.



Amina’s Voice

By: Hena Khan

Amina has never been comfortable in the spotlight. She is happy just
hanging out with her best friend, Soojin. Except now that she’s in middle
school everything feels different. Soojin is suddenly hanging out with
Emily, one of the “cool” girls in the class, and even talking about
changing her name to something more “American.” Does Amina need to
start changing too? Or hiding who she is to fit in? While Amina grapples
with these questions, she is devastated when her local mosque is
vandalized.
Amina’s Voice brings to life the joys and challenges of a young
Pakistani-American and highlights the many ways in which one girl’s
voice can help bring a diverse community together to love and support
each other.

Ivy Aberdeen’s
Letter to the
World

By: Ashley
Herring Blake

When a tornado rips through town, twelve-year-old Ivy Aberdeen's house
is destroyed and her family of five is displaced. Ivy feels invisible and
ignored in the aftermath of the storm--and what's worse, her notebook
filled with secret drawings of girls holding hands has gone missing.
Mysteriously, Ivy's drawings begin to reappear in her locker with notes
from someone telling her to open up about her identity. Ivy thinks--and
hopes--that this someone might be her classmate, another girl for whom
Ivy has begun to develop a crush. Will Ivy find the strength and courage
to follow her true feelings?

The Epic Fail of
Arturo Zamora

By: Pablo
Cartaya

Save the restaurant. Save the town. Get the girl. Make Abuela proud. Can
thirteen-year-old Arturo Zamora do it all or is he in for a BIG, EPIC FAIL?
For Arturo, summertime in Miami means playing basketball until dark,
sipping mango smoothies, and keeping cool under banyan trees. And
maybe a few shifts as junior lunchtime dishwasher at Abuela’s restaurant.
Maybe. But this summer also includes Carmen, a poetry enthusiast who
moves into Arturo’s apartment complex and turns his stomach into a
deep fryer. He almost doesn’t notice the smarmy land developer who
rolls into town and threatens to change it. Arturo refuses to let his family
and community go down without a fight, and as he schemes with
Carmen, Arturo discovers the power of poetry and protest through untold
family stories and the work of José Martí.

When Stars are
Scattered

By: Omar
Mohamed,
Victoria
Jamieson

Omar and his younger brother, Hassan, have spent most of their lives in
Dadaab, a refugee camp in Kenya. Life is hard there: never enough food,
achingly dull, and without access to the medical care Omar knows his
nonverbal brother needs. So when Omar has the opportunity to go to
school, he knows it might be a chance to change their future . . . but it
would also mean leaving his brother, the only family member he has left,
every day.
Heartbreak, hope, and gentle humor exist together in this graphic novel
about a childhood spent waiting, and a young man who is able to create
a sense of family and home in the most difficult of settings.



Sixth Grade Summer Reading
Choice Board

Directions: Choose one option below and complete using your summer reading
book. These choices can be completed either digitally (Google Slides, Google
Docs, Canva, etc.) or on paper. These activities will be turned in during the
first week of school.

Timeline

Create an illustrated timeline
of important events in the
novel. You must include at

least six of the most
meaningful developments.

(Hint: Think of a plot
diagram as you complete

this assignment.)

Postcard

Illustrate a detailed postcard
from one character to

another. Include setting
information from the novel

as well as a letter that would
show important details about

both characters.

Movie Poster

Design a movie poster for
the novel. Include an

important scene as the
main image and use details

from the story (such as
characters) in your text.

Book Talk

Pitch the book to an
audience in a detailed 3-5
minute presentation. You

should be persuasive in tone
and convince them to read
it. Record yourself using a

phone or chromebook!

Letter to the Author

Write a letter to the author of
the novel. Include your

opinion of the text as well as
any other thoughts you
have related to the story.
(Perhaps we could even

send it!)

Character Sketch

Choose a character from
your book. Create a portrait
of your character. Include a
sketch, physical details,

personality traits, hobbies
and favorites or anything
that might help someone
better understand your

character.


